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Did you knowé 

ALF is celebrating our 10 year 

anniversary with the Downey 

Chamber of Commerce. 

ALF is preserving our aviation 

and aerospace heritage and 

sharing with others the amaz-

ing story of the Downey NASA 

site. Volunteer or just come 

by and visit us at our offices 

in Downey Studios. 

Columbia Memorial Space Center               Update from Jon Betthauser  

These last 3 months have been an exciting time and we finally opened our doors to the 

public in October. Many more things will be added and activated over the next several 

months to the exhibits and labs, so stay tuned. The members and leadership at the Aero-

space Legacy Foundation remain our community partner as we begin operation of public 

programs and further develop our interactive and historic exhibits. I want to thank the Aero-

space Legacy Foundation for itôs commitment to support and assist the Space Center, es-

pecially Kathy Blackburn, Jim Busby, Stan Barauskas, Larry Latimer, Bob Sechrist and of 

course, Jerry Blackburn. Each has made a unique and direct contribution to our efforts, 

and I appreciate it sincerely.   

Whatõs New:            

Space Suit Replica ï Since 

opening, we have added several 

exciting features to the Space Cen-

ter, most notably our new spacesuit. 

Itôs a high-fidelity replica of a Space 

Shuttle EMU (Extravehicular Mobil-

ity Unit) made by Guard-Lee Inc. in 

Florida. Visitors can step into it and 

have their picture taken ñwearingò it 

in front of our photomural of North 

Africa from space. It even has built-

in steps so that kids can imagine 

what itôs like and friends can docu-

ment the moment. The detail of the EMU replica is startling and it has been especially rein-

forced so that visitors can touch the various materials. The switches and dials even work. 

Awesome . 

Magic Planet  ï Our Planets and Moons exhibit now has new software from NASA that 

allows visitors to learn about and explore the Earth, Solar System and beyond. This touch 

screen program letôs visitors visually 

investigate the planets, moons and sun 

of our solar system in a variety of ways 

and at different wavelengths. They can 

also learn about the satellites and in-

struments NASA has launched to 

gather all kinds of scientific information. 

The space telescopes mapping our gal-

axy and universe are also included 

along with images and captions. As visi-

tors make choices from the touch 

screen, beautiful images appear on the 

glowing globe in front of them. Cool . Exec. Director Jon Betthauser demonstrates the Magic Planet exhibit  

Inside this issue:  

Columbia Memorial Space Center Executive Director Jon Betthauser 

proudly displays the new space suit replica. Stop by for a visit!  
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Columbia Memorial Space Center                                   Continued from Cover Page        By Jon Betthauser  

Lab 1 ð Robotics ï Our Robotics Lab is nearing completion and we now 

have 8 of the 16 computer Lego Mission Mars workstations available for visi-

tors to use on their own. We loan them one of our Lego RCX robots (right), 

and they program them for a mission such as collection, survey or rescue on 

Mars. Kids of all ages really enjoy this activity, and it demonstrates some of the 

key principles of engineering ï especially the need to test and modify as you 

move forward to the successful completion of a new idea. The sense of ac-

complishment with this activity is visible in the faces of the students when they 

get their robot under control. And itôs fun too. Sweet.  

Challenger Learning Center  ï Our space mission simulator 

on the second floor is now operational and we had the pleasure of 

beginning our training for running regular missions. Many familiar 

faces from the Aerospace Legacy Foundation generously volun-

teered their time for the training to become one of the candidates for 

our crew of Flight Directors ï Jim Busby (right side in photo), Jerry 

Blackburn (right), Kathy Blackburn (center) and Stan Barauskas 

(left). Also in the training were Kaili Rowland (left), Jerod Head 

(behind Kathy), Charles Weist (not shown) and Paul Ashley (2nd 

from right). Our excellent trainer was Tami Lucero from the Chabot 

Space and Science Center in Oakland, an energetic and experi-

enced Challenger Learning Center director. Jim Busby made a sig-

nificant contribution to the 5 days of training and was particularly adept at the many presentations that were a necessary 

part of the preparation. Thank you Jim. Special thanks also to the Blackburn's, Stan Barauskas, Charlie Weist from the 

Civil Air Patrol and Jared Head from Cerritos College for their focus and achievement throughout the training. And Kaili 

Rowland worked the hardest, keeping everything organized and moving forward as the training hurtled along. Rock on.  

Return to the Moon  ï As part of our training, we had our first Challenger Learning Center mission with a group of 

right students from Warren High School gathered together and organized by science teacher Steve Orlinsky (below). It 

was challenging and fun, and some of the students were surprised by how much actual work they had to do. Much of it is 

based on effective communication and team work. The students learned a lot and so did we.  The program ended with a 

successful landing on the Moon. Bam zoom.  

Coming Soon: The Other Buzz  ï The first 

exhibit in our Storyteller Showcase on the first floor 

will feature the life and collection of the Dr. Jim 

Busby. Jim and I are developing and designing this 

exhibit with the indispensable help of Kaili Rowland, 

the Office Manager here at the Space Center. The 

exhibit is coming together quickly and promises to 

be a compelling overview of Jimôs life and collection. 

The elegant selection of models for the display has 

a focus on spacecraft designed and built in Downey, 

and there will be lots of information about Jimôs work 

with movies, documentaries and education. Thank 

you again Jim. Excellent.  

Warren High School trip organized by science teacher Steve Orlinsky.  


